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Hello and Welcome to the Lucky Dog Complex newsletter, "Paw
Prints". Our goal is to keep the clients, supporters, volunteers, and
employees of our four entities up to date on the current
happenings.

Lucky Dog Boarding and Training Center, Marshmallow Animal
Shelter, Patriot Assistance Dogs, and Muddy Puppies have all
contributed to this month’s newsletter. Be sure to read through to
find out about how Lucky Dog Complex is starting to get back into
the swing of things. We also have a new Employee of the Month,
information on how Marshmallow Animal Shelter is handling the
pandemic and how you can help, another reason to scoop your
pets poop, how to keep your pets clean in between grooming, fun
activities to do with your dog when you are inside, and the May
Special!
We welcome your comments and ideas as we grow this newsletter.

Be sure to scroll to the end of the letter, which is where you will
find May’s Special!

Lucky Dog
Boarding and Training LLC
Lucky Dog : Getting Back At It!
Written by Linda Wiedewitsch

With Governor Walz relaxing some of the COVID-19 restrictions, the Lucky Dog Complex is looking forward to
seeing more familiar faces, both canine and human! Things have been quite lonesome here in the past
weeks.
More dogs have been showing up for day care. We are also seeing an uptick in the weekend boarding
numbers. (It doesn’t take much to improve from zero!) Everyone, from owners and dogs to instructors, is
looking forward to resuming our evening classes. The March/April class rotation resumes this week. Some
of those pups in STAR Puppy Class have changed a lot since the second week of March! As weather permits,
these classes will be held outdoors. This promotes social distancing as well as allowing dogs and handlers to
enjoy springtime in Minnesota. Please remember to bring your personal protective equipment.

As we missed starting new classes in May, that rotation will be available to start up the first week of June.
Gun dog classes will start on Saturday, May 30, at 10:00 a.m. We will look to split the class based on the
experience level of the dogs attending. Gun dog attendees are asked to bring a long line. If your dog is
already e-collar trained, please bring the e-collar rather than a long line. If you have a dog that is hesitant to
retrieve, please bring a favorite toy or training bumper.
Other classes to be offered are still a work in progress. We will teach the regulars: Puppy Kindergarten,
Beginner Obedience, Agility, and Canine Good Citizen. If you are interested in Rally Obedience,
Conformation, or other classes, please call and let us know. As we determine interest, more information on
class availability will be online at www.luckydogdl.com or by contacting the front desk at 218-847-4100.
Remember to register and pay for class prior to June 1st to receive the $5 discount.

Sophie— tired
from a fun day
of daycare,
passed out on a
comfy bed until
it was time to
go home.

Employee of The Month
Lucky Dog first met Emily when she was completing her studies with Animal Behavior College in 2017.
Emily needed a canine training facility where she could complete an externship and Lucky Dog was in need
of a person like Emily. She completed her externship and accepted employment with us for a few months.
Unfortunately, family circumstances required Emily move from the area. We were very sad to see her
leave.
Fortunately, Emily was not done with Lucky Dog and when she returned to the Detroit Lakes area, she also
returned to the Lucky Dog Complex. In addition to her duties at the front desk, Emily does a multitude of
tasks. With her interest in canine training, Emily sets up our training classes. She fills in for instructors
when needed, conducts Canine Good Citizen evaluations, and has organized a herding dog seminar which
will be followed by a herding clinic later this summer. Emily will also be shadowing our current
instructors, in preparation for teaching her own set of classes later this year.
I asked staff for qualities that Emily brings to the job. Following are some of the things I learned.
Organized—the front office has rarely been as tidy. Willing— “Emily can you handle this, make this
happen?” Her answer is always a positive. Responsible—I as owner never have to worry that the front
door will be open at 0700 on her shifts. Easygoing—she has the ability to roll with the multiple activities
that can happen in the front office. Kind and Caring—Emily goes the extra mile to help both staff and
customers. Creative—without her skills and ideas, this newsletter would not be possible. Polite --- she is
considerate of both staff and clients. Dedicated—Emily absolutely wants to make life better for every
animal that comes through the doors at the Lucky Dog Complex.
Thank you, Emily, for coming back to Lucky Dog!
Written by Linda Wiedewitsch

Emily Steffen, Front Desk Staff

Marshmallow Animal Shelter
They still need us … and we still need YOU!
Happy May! Written by: Cassi Ohman
We hope this newsletter finds you all well. The last 6 weeks have been quite interesting, and I am sure we
all have our own version of events. As some of you may know we had to cancel our 9th annual Hairball,
which was to take place on March 21st this year. We are currently looking to reschedule sometime later this
year. We missed seeing all our supporters & hope you can make it. We will announce a date as soon as we
have one.
In the meantime, the shelter has continued to serve our community while practicing social distancing. Since
March 16th of this year we have had 38 animals come in. Eight of which were returned to their owners.
Meaning we have had 30 strays come in, in just around 6 weeks. Being one of 2 shelters located in the
Becker County area, we felt it was important to continue the work we do in the community. We came up
with a safe protocol to taking in animals, where we have no contact with the finders, other than over the
phone. If we had not been here, those 30 animals who were not claimed, would still be on the streets. You
never really get a break from animal rescue. Lost animals, or strays have no idea there is a pandemic, they
just know they need help. Whether that is finding their way home or finding a warm bed & food each day.
Or maybe even a safe place to give birth & raise their babies. That is the story for 3 of the cats we have
taken in since the beginning of the pandemic. Lexy arrived with 4 babies, Andes gave birth here at the
shelter, & Daffy we expect to give birth soon. We are fortunate enough to have a wonderful foster home for
them.
Unfortunately, still running like normal means we still have expenses. Hairball is one of our biggest
fundraisers typically taking in around $5,000. Without it we have had to look for other alternatives to raise
much needed funding. From May 1st- May 8th, GiveMN is hosting a Give At Home MN. For more information
on how you can donate, visit our Facebook page, or head on over to GiveMN.org. Search for Marshmallow
Animal Shelter & hit that donate button! We are also hosting a Tastefully Simple fundraiser until May 17 th.
You can also visit our Facebook Page for more information on that! Also feel free to email or give us a call, &
we can get you added to the fundraising page!
As always, thank you to our supporters & donors, especially during this time.

Your donations save lives

Patriot Assistance Dogs

Patriot Assistance dogs is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to rescuing dogs, then
training them as service dogs for Veterans who struggle with psychiatric disabilities.

Another Reason to Scoop the Poop
Written By Paula Anderson

Spring brings a lot of opportunities for being outside and nature provides more options for general exposure
to living parasites that are not as prevalent during colder temperatures. One hardy little single-celled
parasite lives year-round – Giardia. There are many subspecies of Giardia that all have the same life cycle
and mode of transmission. Birds, amphibians, and mammals may all carry it.
There are two life stages of Giardia. The mature parasites live in the small intestine. They become cysts by
multiplying in the intestine and the infected animal sheds them through their feces. The hardy part of these
parasitic cysts is that they can survive in most environments for several weeks until they are ingested by a
new host. Then they gleefully repeat the life cycle.
Giardia spreads from dog to dog, more unlikely from dog to cat, and rarely dog to human unless there is
poor hygiene involved. It is pretty much impossible to control every aspect of our dogs’ environment
however there are things that can help. Scoop the poop as soon as possible and avoid taking your dog to
places where there are large amounts of dog feces. (Necessary steps are taken by reputable boarding and
training facilities to clean and disinfect runs and yards to reduce the likelihood of Giardia living in their
environments.) Try not to let them drink from puddles and ground sources of stagnant water. Dogs who
swim in lakes and ponds may have a higher chance of contracting Giardia.
A dog usually gets Giardia by ingestion – eating grass contaminated by feces, chewing on a stick, drinking
from an infected puddle or water source and of course, eating or walking through infected poop.
Once it is in the body of your dog, there are not always clinical signs of infection (diarrhea and/or soft, loose,
foul smelling feces, weight loss or failure to gain weight, dehydration, vomiting and poor coat appearance).
If your dog is experiencing inconsistent, smelly stools or shows any of the other clinical signs, contact your
vet and have a stool sample tested. Depending on the severity of the case, they will discuss a treatment plan
that fits your dog’s needs. Monthly prevention for heartworm, fleas and ticks does not prevent Giardia, so
there may be some medication specific to treating intestinal parasites your veterinarian will prescribe.

Muddy Puppies Dog Grooming
How To Keep Your Dog Clean Between Grooming
Written by Dawn Hutmacher

I am sure there has been a time or two where you looked at your dog and wondered how on earth they got
so dirty, especially now, when groomers are closed due to these difficult times. We know it can be frustrating
to have to wait to get your dog in for their spa day. Here are a few tips that can help keep your dog smelling
and looking good until we can get back to business.
1. Brush your dog! Brushing not only helps with shedding, but also helps to
keep the dirt and grime (and whatever else your dog may have found to roll
in) to a minimum.
2. If you can't or don't like to bathe your dog, try a dry pet shampoo. Just
make sure you look for a brand that is specifically formulated for dogs, and
that will be gentle on sensitive skin. Please don't use human shampoo on
your dog.
3. Spot bathe your dog. It never hurts to rinse those feet and that fanny off
with just plain warm water. No shampoo required. It will not only help keep
your dog smelling and looking better, but will also cut down on the amount
of dirt that gets spread throughout the house.
4. Use wet wipes! Just make sure you are using pet friendly wipes. You would
be surprised at how much they can help. Just gently run them over your dog's
coat with the direction of the coat. Don’t scrub the entire dog down with
them.
5. Wash your dog's bedding and toys. They may pout for awhile while it is
being laundered, but you will both appreciate it when it is done.
We look forward to getting back to work and seeing some of our favorite four
-legged friends again soon. Until then, please stay safe and stay healthy!

Trainer’s Corner
What To Do When Your Stuck Inside With Your Dog
Written by Sara Dohrer

As we continue along our Shelter in Place practices as a society, both we and our dogs are getting
antsy. We are very grateful for the determined attitude our community displays to keep our families safe,
however we must also acknowledge that the lack of enrichment is wearisome. Necessity is the mother of
invention though, so now is the time to get creative! Here are a couple ideas to get you started:
Simon Says
Make a list of the commands your dog knows. Provide this list to another person- be it a child in your
household, a family member on a video call, your neighbor lady through the window (you know, get creative
just stay safe).
In this game you are the dog’s handler with your dog on leash and the other person is Simon. Play Simon
Says just like the stereotypical children’s game but focusing on the commands you previously listed. If you
cannot get your dog to do the command, or you do the command and Simon did not say “Simon says,” then
you’re out.
If you’re a little rusty then perhaps consider instituting a three-strike rule. For the more advanced add in
distractions like jumping jacks, doorbells, etc. Bonus points for doing this as a video conference group activity
with multiple households!

Hide and Seek
If you live alone: put your dog in a stay command and go hide. Make it easy to start with and excitedly call
your dog from a pretty obvious hiding position. Celebrate with high praise and belly rubs when the dog finds
you. Start over and hide again in a slightly better spot. Repeat.
If you live with willing participants: you are the “finder” and the other members of your household are the
ones going to hide. You and your dog work together to find other others. As your dog gains, you can start
asking it to find specific individuals.
Alternatively, try hiding a toy instead of a person.
Always remember to keep sessions short and end on a good note! Spending a few seconds going back
to basics in order to end on an easy task for the dog is wonderful motivation for him/her to be even more
consistent next time. Most importantly have fun with it & with your dog.

May Special
For May’s Special, Lucky Dog Boarding and Training will be entering every
client who purchases an annual membership in the month of May into a drawing
to receive $25.00 back from their membership fee!

An Annual $50.00 membership entitles you to:
•
•

Free use of our ½ mile walking trail.
Free use of dog parks with prior reservations.

All members must check in with the Front Desk staff before using the walking
trail or dog parks.
• 10% off retail products (collars, leashes, toys, chews) excluding treats, food, or
cat litter.
•

10% off self-serve dog wash use.

•

$5.00 off any training class (in addition to $5.00 saved when preregistering).

•

Free Seminar Attendance (this excludes workshops or clinics).

•

4 Free ½ days of Daycare (4.5 hours or less) OR 2 Free Full Days of Daycare
(anything over 4.5 hours). These must be used in the year of the membership.

•

Purchase 10 bags of treats and receive the 11th free (of equal value).

•

Automatic Entry in drawings for Member only prizes and gifts!
All members dogs must be current on all required vaccines and must have an up to date copy on file with
the Front Desk to use Membership Privileges.

