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Hello and Welcome to the Lucky Dog Complex newsletter, "Paw
Prints". Our goal is to keep the clients, supporters, volunteers, and
employees of our four entities up to date on the current
happenings.

Lucky Dog Boarding and Training Center, Marshmallow Animal
Shelter, Patriot Assistance Dogs, and Muddy Puppies have all
contributed to this month’s newsletter. Be sure to read through to
find out all about the most recent events at the Lucky Dog
Complex. We also have new volunteer(s) of the month, information
on keeping your pets safe during the 4th of July celebrations, A
Journey Down The River, why your dog continues to shed after
grooming, information on free golf for veterans, helping your dog
adjust as you go back to work, and the June Special!

We welcome your comments and ideas as we grow this newsletter.

Be sure to scroll to the end of the letter, which is where you will
find June’s Special!

Lucky Dog
Boarding and Training LLC
Lucky Dog Complex News
Written by Linda Wiedewitsch

June has arrived and brought along some positive steps toward life as we used to know it. Our evening
classes are full and are in their second week. Boarding and daycare numbers are on the rise, as are requests
for one on one training sessions and board and train packages. So nice to see familiar faces of both dogs and
people back at Lucky Dog, even though many are hidden behind masks!
PAD dogs have been training and waiting to get to work for Veterans. June 1 st through 5th saw six Veterans
train with and receive their service dogs. This was the first class that PAD was able to hold since January.
PAD has a second class scheduled for June 15th through 19th, which will put them back on schedule to host
the regular July 27th through 31st class. Sandwiched in between classes will be Public Access Testing. There
are ten teams signed up for testing. Someone from this group could be the 200 th team that PAD has certified.
Volunteer Nora Cox has lent her green thumb skills to gardening projects that staffers Katrina, Kiersten and
others have started in past years. The small gardens scattered about the property boast a variety of berries,
vegetables, and decorative plants. Thank you to Bobby Cox for repairing and refinishing the bench in the
memorial garden just to the west of our main entry. Zach is keeping up with June’s surge of grass growing
weather.
Despite the uncertainty in our state and country at this time, it is very refreshing to see our community
pulling together to come through these challenges. A special thank you to our clients, staff and volunteers
who have gone the extra mile to keep spirits up. Our complex has been the recipient of donated snacks,
home baking, bottled water, flowers, and complete meals, and even toilet paper during the pandemic. Not
unlike our dogs, we are a pretty food motivated group. Many thanks to all who brought smiles to our
employee’s faces in the past weeks. You are the unsung hero's!

Volunteers of The Month
The Volden Family

Written by Cassi Ohman

I am not sure where to start on how wonderful this family is. If you are fortunate enough to know them, you
already know exactly how blessed Marshmallow is to have them as volunteers. They are so much more than your
average volunteer. Erin has gone above and beyond her duties as a volunteer, & it shows in almost everything we
do. If you have seen us go down the parade route, this is hugely thanks to Erin’s hubby Jay, & many others of
course. Jay, Erin, & Ely have been a big part in putting together our trailer the night before. I may be wrong, but I
believe every year we have participated, we have either had the pleasure of Erin walking with us or even donating
candy to throw. She is always on my list of people to ask because I know we can rely on her & her family. Of course,
that is not the only way they are involved. I have been here for quite a few years as most know, & I remember Erin
even from way back then coming in to walk dogs, rain, or shine. Talk about dedication! One of my first years here,
we had a batch of puppies come in, one of which ended up having some rear leg paralysis. Without hesitation Erin
& Jay designed & made him a little cart so he could zoom around. It was such a great moment watching him with it.
Without them he would not have been able to experience that in the shelter. That is one of the first memories I
have of them making an impact. It has not stopped or slowed down since, & we are forever grateful. On top of
participating in all things parade, they also attend our fundraisers. By attend I mean sell tickets, donate, collect
prizes, & even volunteer while they are there. Erin has helped us sell countless calendars & tickets. Without them
our fundraisers would not be the same, & I know they would not be as successful. They are always so positive &
have a knack for problem solving. With everything going on in recent events, Erin designed us a donation box, so we
could still accept donations, & of course she was the first to place something in it! She is always the first to promote
us in everything from tagging your favorite rescue to receive donations, pushing our GiveMN fundraisers, & just
making the public aware we are here. She is our gal! If you have seen our can trailer located up front, they recently
replaced the tire so we could continue receiving donations & bringing them to recycling. Which they have also
hauled to recycling on countless occasions. We are also blessed to have their knowledge of building & repairing. Jay
has spent hours here fixing & replacing our kennels, so
they are safe to hold dogs. Last year he also put together
the blueprint for shelving in our storage trailer, which
was built by another volunteer. The volunteer was very
grateful to have an easy set of blueprints & the project
was very successful! Again, without the Volden’s it
would have never come to life as perfectly as it did. I
could probably go on and on all day about all the things
they do for us, but I am certain the dogs are ready for
me to go to the back & spend some time with them. If
you see any of the Volden’s (even mom & dad who are
also VERY supportive) give them a thank you for us. The
people & all the animals from the last 10 + years are
grateful for the impact they have made.

The Volden Family

Marshmallow Animal Shelter
4th of July Pet Safety

Written by: American Veterinary Medical Association

Fireworks, picnics, and other Fourth of July traditions can be great fun for people; but all of the festivities can be frightening and
even dangerous for animals. Noisy fireworks and other celebrations can startle animals and cause them to run away; holiday
foods can be unhealthy; summer heat and travel can be dangerous; and potentially dangerous debris can end up lying on the
ground where pets can eat or play with it.
Preparing in advance:
• Make sure your pets have identification tags with up-to-date information. If you have horses, you might consider marking a
safety (breakaway) halter with your contact information and leaving it on your horse during this stressful time.
• If your pets aren’t already microchipped, talk with your veterinarian about microchipping. This simple procedure can greatly
improve your chances of getting your pets back if they become lost.
• If your pets are microchipped, make sure your contact information in the microchip registry is up-to-date.
• Take a current photo of all your cats, dogs and horses – just in case.
• If your pet has historically been anxious on this holiday, or if you have reason to expect potentially harmful reactions,
consider behavioral therapy to desensitize your pet and reduce the risk of problems. Some pets may need medication.
Consult your veterinarian or a veterinary behaviorist.
• Make sure the environment is safe and secure. If your neighbors set off fireworks at an unexpected time, is your yard secure
enough to keep your pet contained? Are pasture fences secure enough to keep horses or other livestock confined? Evaluate
your options and choose the safest area for your animals; and make improvements if needed to make the area more secure.
Safety during July 4 celebrations:
• Leave your pets at home when you go to parties, fireworks displays, parades and other gatherings. Loud fireworks, unfamiliar
places and crowds can all be very frightening to pets, and there’s great risk of pets becoming spooked and running away.
• Consider putting your pets in a safe, escape-proof room or crate during parties and fireworks.
• Keep horses and livestock in safely fenced areas and as far from the excitement and noise as possible.
• If you’re hosting guests, ask them to help keep an eye on your pets to make sure they don’t escape. Placing notes on exit
doors and gates can help both you and your guests remain vigilant.
• Keep your pets inside if you or your neighbors are setting off fireworks.
• Keep sparklers, glow sticks, fireworks, charcoal and kabob skewers away from curious pets.
• Don’t let pets get near your barbecue grill while it is in use or still hot.
• Avoid the urge to feed your pets table scraps or other foods intended for people. Be especially careful to keep them away
from these common foods that are actually toxic.
• Remember that too much sun and heat (and humidity!) can be dangerous to pets. Keep them inside when it’s extremely hot/
humid; make sure they have access to shady spots and plenty of water when outdoors; don’t leave them outside for
extended periods in hot weather; and know the signs that a pet may be overheating.
• Never leave your pet in your car when it’s warm outside. Vehicle interiors heat up much faster than the air around them, and
even a short time in a locked car can be dangerous to pets.
• If you’re travelling out of town for the holiday, consider leaving your pets at home with a pet sitter or boarding them in a
kennel. If you need to bring them with you, be sure you know how to keep them safe.
After the celebrations:
• Check your yard for fireworks debris before allowing pets outside to play or relax. Even if you didn’t set off fireworks
yourself, debris can make its way into your yard, where curious animals may pick it up to play with or eat.
• Check your pastures and remove debris to protect horses and livestock.
• If you hosted guests, check both your yard and home for food scraps or other debris that might be dangerous to pets, such as
food skewers.

Patriot Assistance Dogs

Patriot Assistance dogs is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to rescuing dogs, then
training them as service dogs for Veterans who struggle with psychiatric disabilities.

A Journey
Down The
River
Written By Paula
Anderson
www.paddling4pad.com Facebook: paddling4pad

If you ever doubt that one person, one mission will make a difference, let us introduce you to Michael Giovingo.

Michael Giovingo, Msgt. Retired, considers himself lucky to have survived enemy attacks but says “...due to the nature
of the attacks and circumstances, I suffer from PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) and a TBI (Traumatic Brain
Injury). The symptoms of these two conditions consist of but are not limited to: Isolation (not wanting to leave my
house or be around strangers), always being on guard, no sleep, recurring night terrors and panic attacks.”
During his years of service, he deployed 10 times. He returned “home” after one round of deployments to discover
that Hurricane Katrina left him homeless (he is no longer homeless).
Michael found his way to Patriot Assistance Dogs (PAD) and became part of a service dog team with Scout. “Scout has
changed my life for the better. With Scout’s help, I have been able to rejoin society. Scout is my constant companion
and the only one that can calm my anxiety, my night terrors, and has allowed me to trust the world again.”
The next journey Michael chose was to give back to PAD by building his own kayak and he is planning to paddle 2,318
miles from the headwaters of the Mississippi River to the mouth of the Mississippi River. After much planning,
recruiting sponsors, and building media awareness, he has created a fundraiser with hopes to draw attention to the
severity of PTSD and TBI challenges, and to grow awareness that 23 Veterans a day commit suicide.
Check out www.paddling4pad.com and find his page on Facebook at: paddling4pad. On these sites you will find
updates on where he plans scheduled stops to increase awareness, additional information on Patriot Assistance Dogs,
additional supporters through Scheels Hometown Heroes and the joys and challenges he encounters on the mighty
Mississippi.
Michael left his home in Louisiana and began the river journey on May 31st without the traveling motorhome support
he was hoping for. Between some “River Angels” and his own camping gear, he only became more determined to
continue this journey no matter how long it takes. He is not daunted by where he will rest at the end of the day and
keeps rising to meet any challenges that might delay or hamper his efforts to help fellow Veterans by completing this
journey.
Please consider supporting him in person at one of the schedules stops, joining him on the media sites to show your
support, or by a monetary donation - small or large. One person can make a difference and they should not have to
make the journey alone when the ultimate result is to help so many. Join us in supporting Michael’s belief that
together we can achieve his goals, both for his personal journey and his efforts to save lives and help provide service
dogs to disabled veterans.

Muddy Puppies Dog Grooming
Why Your Dog Continues to Shed After Grooming
Written by Dawn Hutmacher

Most dogs shed. It is a fact of life in pet ownership. Dog fur grows in cycles, which are different for
different breeds. On average, your dog will complete a growth cycle 2-3 times per year. Each time a
cycle begins your dog will begin to shed more than it normally does. The old hair is shed out while
new hair begins to grow.
Many people rush to the groomer when they notice the extra shedding, in the hopes that it will help
keep the hair on their dog rather than all over the house. While regular grooming is important, most
dogs do not need a bath more than every couple of months (unless, of course, they have found
something fun to roll in). When a pet owner calls about their dog’s excessive shedding, I am always
happy to get them in for a grooming session. However, when your dog is bathed it helps bring the
old, dead hair up to the surface and can cause them to shed even more. While bathing, brushing,
and drying can help speed up the process, you will often notice that your dog is shedding more after
the bath than it did before.
In short, groomers are happy to help you with the shedding problem but remember to note that the
grooming process speeds up the shedding and does not eliminate it. So, when you pick up your dog
after its next grooming appointment, please remember that all of those fly away hairs aren’t hairs
that your groomer missed, it is just your dog’s dead fur letting loose faster than it was before. Also,
please avoid using harsh de-shedding shampoo products on your dog. Many brands are hard on
their sensitive skin.

Guest Article
Starting June 16 and every Tuesday following at 1130 Detroit lakes Lakeview Golf Course will be hosting
“Holes for Hope” a PGA Hope initiative to bring local veterans together for comradery and networking,
over a lunch and midday golf outing. Veterans of any age and ability are invited to attend. Lunch is
included and activities include adaptive and regular golfing lessons, some free-range time, and even the
opportunity to play a few holes. the cost is zero for this program that price has already been paid. POCs
Geoffrey Zehnacker (910) 330-2764, and Chris Smith (561)951-5760. While you can just show up and be
welcome, advanced notice helps for food prep as this program develops.

Trainer’s Corner
How to Help Your Pet Adjust as You Go Back to Work
Written by Sara Dohrer

As we approach Phase III of the Covid-19 Response Plan, StaySafeMn will be allowing an increasing
number of people to return to a semblance of their pre-pandemic lifestyle. But what does this mean to our
canine companions? They have lovingly stayed by your side through zoom meetings, snack walks to the
fridge, Netflix binges, and the roughest of homeschool lessons. As far as they know, they have done their
duty well. The sudden shift to back to work could be quite the upheaval for them.
From a trainer’s perspective, I commonly field an abundance of questions regarding stereotypical
problematic dog behavior (i.e. inappropriate chewing, sudden housebreaking problems, incessant barking,
etc.) around the same timeframe that the household has undergone some kind of lifestyle change. This
could be anything from moving to a new place, adding another family member, a change of household
routine, or even a scary new couch. The dog doesn’t understand the situation, hasn’t yet been taught how to
handle the stressor, and frustration abounds in both dog and handler.
The fun part is how impactful the “yet” can be. “Yet” is full of possibilities; scenarios you can mock
with your dog before it comes time for the real deal. Applying this to the concept of returning to work simply
means that we’re going to pretend to go to work. Set the alarm, go for a walk, morning chores, put on the
business clothes, phone + wallet+ keys, then stop. Just for a brief moment. Is your dog showing any signs of
stress? Pacing, panting, worried? If so, we stop training here for a couple hours. If not, proceed to drive
around the block and check again.
From there, we can practice having the dog be alone. Trying crating them for an hour and see how
they behave- don’t forget to leave a Benebone or something similar that they can use to appropriately
relieve stress. Address barking with spray bottles/shaker cans/other appropriate training tools and build
accordingly. It is important to remember that we build on success, no matter how small. If your dog has no
problem, then increase the time gradually (go out for coffee or something, your local business will appreciate
it) until you can mimic going to work for a successful day.
Have fun with your training, but as an aside, alternative options for any dogs struggling include appropriately
increased exercise, doggy daycare, or hiring an experienced and trustworthy dog walker to give your pup a
fun person to look forward to when you leave.

June Special
Trade in your Retractable/Flexi Leash and receive 50% off a training leash!
Here at Lucky Dog Boarding and Training we are advocates for using proper equipment with your dog to not
only encourage proper, faster learning, but also to ensure the safety of all our students and their pets.
For most cases, we do not recommend retractable/flexi leashes—we have seen first hand the damage and
heartache they can cause when they break, snap, lose control of a dog, or injure the handler. We want to
provide a safe and fun community for dog owners, and an important first step is helping everyone be safe and
in control.
For the month of June we are encouraging all owners to trade in their retractable/flexi leashes to receive 50%
(Half) off a leather training leash at Lucky Dog. A training leash provides not only a great training tool for
your dog but also is a cushion of safety, security, and peace of mind—plus they are stylish and last a lifetime!

