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Hello and Welcome to the Lucky Dog Complex newsletter, "Paw
Prints". Our goal is to keep the clients, supporters, volunteers, and
employees of our four entities up to date on the current
happenings.

Lucky Dog Boarding and Training Center, Marshmallow Animal
Shelter, Patriot Assistance Dogs, and Muddy Puppies have all
contributed to this month’s newsletter. Be sure to read through to
find out about how Lucky Dog Complex is handling the current
COVID19 Pandemic. We also have a new Volunteer of the Month,
information on spaying and neutering your pets, how to become
part of Patriot Assistance Dogs community and help dogs in
training, learn about anal glands with Muddy Puppies grooming,
find information on Lucky Dog’s upcoming 2020 herding clinic and
free seminar, what options may be best for training your dog, and
the April Special!

We welcome your comments and ideas as we grow this newsletter.

Be sure to scroll to the end of the letter, which is where you will
find April's Special!

Lucky Dog
Boarding and Training LLC
How the Lucky Dog Complex is handling the COVID19 Pandemic
Written by Linda Wiedewitsch

Anyone who knows me well, knows that computers are not my friends: usually I hate them. But for today
(and a bunch of tomorrows), I like them. I like them because I don’t have to worry about staying six feet
away from them, or if they washed their hands, or how much toilet paper they may be hoarding. Computers
and their lifeline, the internet, allow for safe and timely communications.
Please let it be known that Lucky Dog is open, and will remain open, for business. Marshmallow Animal
Shelter still is receiving and caring for animals from the seven area towns they are contracted to serve.
Patriot Assistance Dogs has dogs in training, preparing to be service dogs for Military Veterans.
These animals need to be fed and exercised, bathed and have their medical needs met. Pet owners still need
food, litter and other pet supplies.
While group classes have been postponed, other services are still available. One on one evaluation and
training sessions are ongoing as are the board and train packages for your dog. Daycare still operates seven
days per week. Boarding for cats and dogs is still available. The snow is melting, opening more areas in the
dog parks for exercise.
Lucky Dog and Marshmallow have instituted curbside service. When you arrive in our parking lot to drop off
or pick up your pet, call us and we will meet you at your vehicle. Please call ahead if you would like to pick up
food, toys, equipment, etc. and we will prepare and invoice your purchase. Call again when you arrive at our
location and we will bring your items out to you.
If you come to use the dog parks, please be mindful of the colored bungee cords used to secure the gates.
Consult the chart and use the color that correctly represents the status of that park and any dogs that may
be present. This provides information to others who may wish to use the park with you.
Lucky Dogs hours remain the same: 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday-Friday
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Saturday
10:00AM to 4:00PM Sunday
We plan to resume teaching group classes Monday through Thursday evenings as soon as the restaurants
and other public buildings are allowed to reopen. Until then, be safe, stay healthy.

Volunteer of The Month
“If our hopes of building a better and safer world are to become more than wishful thinking, we will need
the engagement of volunteers more than ever.” Kofi Annan
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” Winston Churchill
Noble, inspiring words to describe volunteering, spoken by noble, inspiring people.
The reality of volunteering, however, is that it’s pure unadulterated selfishness! It’s the unmitigated JOY of
waking up in the morning wondering “What do I get to do today?” instead of “What do I have to do
today?” It’s the ability to do whatever it is that you really love doing on your own terms and timeline
knowing that your effort will be appreciated. It’s knowing that what you do will make someone else’s day
a little easier. It’s knowing that YOU get to choose what you volunteer for, not your manager or shift
supervisor…so you know it will be FUN! And the best thing about volunteering is that it’s a total
ego-stroke. It makes you FEEL GOOD! I highly recommend it.
“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better – it’s not.” Dr. Seuss
Written by Nora Cox

Nora is one of our wonderful volunteers who not only brightens our day, but also brightens the day for
every dog she works with in our Patriot Assistance Dogs program. She volunteers her time to work with
the dogs and provides an invaluable service to our program. You can usually find her smiling face around
the Lucky Dog Complex most week days, and even some weekends. Thank you for all you do Nora!

Marshmallow Animal Shelter
Spaying and Neutering Written by: ASPCA
By spaying or neutering your pet, you’ll help control the pet homelessness crisis, which results in millions of healthy
dogs and cats being euthanized in the United States each year simply because there aren’t enough homes to go around.
There are also medical and behavioral benefits to spaying (female pets) and neutering (male pets) your animals.
Here are some of the medical benefits: Your female pet will live a longer, healthier life. Spaying helps prevent
uterine infections and breast tumors, which are malignant or cancerous in about 50 percent of dogs and 90 percent of
cats. Spaying your pet before her first heat offers the best protection from these diseases. Neutering your male
companion prevents testicular cancer and some prostate problems.
And behavioral benefits: Your spayed female pet won't go into heat. While cycles can vary, female felines usually go
into heat four to five days every three weeks during breeding season. In an effort to advertise for mates, they'll yowl
and urinate more frequently—sometimes all over the house! Your male dog will be less likely to roam away from
home. An intact male will do just about anything to find a mate, including finding creative ways escape from the house.
Once he's free to roam, he risks injury in traffic and fights with other male animals. Your neutered male may be better
behaved. Unneutered dogs and cats are more likely to mark their territory by spraying strong-smelling urine all over the
house. Your dog might be less likely to mount other dogs, people and inanimate objects after he’s neutered. Some
aggression problems may be avoided by early neutering.
Spaying/neutering your pets is also highly cost-effective. The cost of your pet's spay/neuter surgery is far less than the
cost of having and caring for a litter.
Debunking Spay/Neuter Myths and Misconceptions. Spaying or neutering will not cause your pet to become overweight. Lack of exercise and overfeeding will cause your pet to pack on the extra pounds—not neutering. Your pet will
remain fit and trim as long as you continue to provide exercise and monitor her food intake. Neutering is not a quick fix
for all behavior problems. Although neutering your pet often reduces undesirable behaviors caused by a higher level of
testosterone, there’s no guarantee that your dog’s behavior will change after he’s neutered. Although the surgery will
reduce the amount of testosterone in your dog’s system, it won’t eliminate the hormone completely. Neutering will also
not reduce behaviors that your pet has learned or that have become habitual. The effects of neutering are largely
dependent on your dog’s individual personality, physiology and history.

When to Spay or Neuter Your Pet For dogs: While the traditional age for neutering is six to nine months, puppies as
young as eight weeks old can be neutered as long as they’re healthy. Dogs can be neutered as adults as well, although
there’s a slightly higher risk of post-operative complications in older dogs, dogs that are overweight or dogs that have
health problems. For cats: It is generally considered safe for kittens as young as eight weeks old to be spayed or
neutered. In animal shelters, surgery is often performed at this time so that kittens can be sterilized prior to adoption. In
an effort to avoid the start of urine spraying and eliminate the chance for pregnancy, it’s advisable to schedule the
surgery before your own cat reaches five months of age. It’s possible to spay a female cat while she’s in heat. Talk to
your veterinarian to determine the best time to spay or neuter your pet.
Helping Your Pet Before and After Surgery. Your veterinary clinic will provide pre-surgical advice that you should
follow. In general, avoid giving your cat any food after midnight the night before surgery. A puppy or kitten, however,
needs adequate nutrition, and your veterinarian may advise that food not be withheld. Your veterinarian can also
provide post-operative instructions for you to follow. Although your pet may experience some discomfort after surgery,
your veterinarian can take various measures to control pain. Depending on the procedure performed, medication for
pain may be sent home with your pet.
If you notice any redness, swelling or discharge at the surgery site, or if the incision is open, please contact your
veterinarian. Also call your veterinarian if your pet is lethargic, has a decreased appetite, is vomiting or has diarrhea or
any other concerns following surgery.

Patriot Assistance Dogs

Patriot Assistance dogs is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to rescuing dogs, then
training them as service dogs for Veterans who struggle with psychiatric disabilities.

Becoming Part of the Village
Written By Paula Anderson

Like many organizations that work with animals, PAD struggles with limited foster homes. Foster homes are
necessary for younger dogs who will not benefit from being raised in a training kennel environment, but
they are also necessary for the older dogs whose history of home skills is unclear.
There is a much-needed place for short term (overnight to one month) foster opportunities, and for longer
periods of time (one month to one year). You will be supported by our organization, and will have the
opportunity to let us know if one or more of the following training options along with home skills and
socialization would be a fit for you:
•
•
•
•

Teach basic obedience commands.
Train basic obedience, service dog tasks, and public access skills.
Willing to take PAD dog(s) to formal training classes.
Willing to complete training classes to be eligible to train service dog tasks.

What’s required on your part? The knowledge or desire to learn to teach basic obedience, proper
socialization, appropriate play (fun for human and dog included), setting boundaries for proper in-home
etiquette, and the patience to succeed in house training, regardless of the age of the dog. We will provide an
application packet with plenty of information for you. As part of that information, you and your household
must be in accordance with these basic stipulations:
•
•
•
•

PAD dogs must be housed indoors.
PAD dogs may not be kenneled outside or in a shop/garage/outbuilding.
PAD dogs must be crated indoors when left home unsupervised.
PAD dogs not allowed to roam outside of a secure fence.
(There are exercise options for homes without a fenced yard.)

We are so very appreciative of our foster homes and will work to tailor the opportunity to fit an approved
foster household on a case by case basis. We will also board PAD dogs at our facility to accommodate
individual foster home needs.
PAD will support and provide training for you. With an approved application, the next steps will be inhouse
orientation and introduction to obedience terms and leash handling, as well as an outline of additional steps
in case you want to progress to training service dog tasks.
As we struggle through some difficult times, it’s limiting to consider starting a new venture. The current
threat of the pandemic and lifestyle limitations are challenging. The application process to become part of
the PAD village can always be started now. If you’re interested in foster opportunities, or know of someone
who might be, please contact us via patroitassistancedogs@yahoo.com, or leave a message at
(218)-850-2425.

Muddy Puppies Dog Grooming
All About Butts!
Written by Dawn Hutmacher
What is an anal gland? Anal glands are small glands near the anus. They secrete a liquid that is basically the
dog’s calling card, or scent, used for identification. They are located near the rectum and are usually
expressed naturally when the dog poops. Some dogs never have an issue with their anal glands, but many of
them (most commonly smaller dogs) are unable to express them naturally and they can become impacted.
This can lead to pain, inflammation, infection and even rupture.
Impacted anal glands can be uncomfortable your dog, and if you notice them scooting around on their bum a
lot (sometimes leaving a streak on the floor) you should consult your veterinarian. Dogs that have issues with
their anal glands will often have repetitive problems and your veterinarian will probably express them and
may prescribe a high fiber diet.

Many groomers will also express your dog’s anal glands for you during their regular grooming session,
although often will only do it upon request. Not all groomers express glands, and no groomer should express
glands that are infected or painful for the dog. If your groomer suggests a visit to the veterinarian might be in
order, you should at least call and discuss it with your veterinarian. Expressing the glands too often can also
cause issues for your dog, so the glands are better left alone if they don’t need to be expressed manually.
There are many “how to” videos online that can tell you how to express your dog’s anal glands at home, but
many people choose not to do it themselves. It can be a smelly, and somewhat awkward, process that
neither your dog nor you will probably enjoy. Either way, making sure your dog has a comfy bottom is all part
of responsible pet ownership.

2020 Herding Clinic and Free Seminar!

Written by Emily Steffen

Have you ever been curious how herding livestock with a dog is done? Do you have a herding breed dog that could use
a job, or is already a farm hand but needs some fine tuning? Perhaps you’re just looking for a fun new activity to
engage with your dog in!
Lucky Dog Boarding and Training will be hosting a herding clinic featuring Rachel Lindholm as the instructor. Rachel is
an accomplished dog owner, trainer, and competitor who has been involved in dog sports her whole life. She has
competed in conformation, obedience, rally, agility, and herding with many breeds, primarily herding breeds. Rachel
also has a bachelor’s degree in Animal Science and has a significant amount of experience with livestock on foot, with
dogs, and on horseback. Rachel focuses on mostly real life work; however she does trial as well. Rachel currently runs
about 120 sheep and 10 cows a year which she uses for herding lessons, as meat product, registered livestock for
showing, and more, which she relies on her dogs daily to handle.
Rachel’s philosophy is to work with the dog in front of you. Evaluate what comes to that dog naturally and shape that.
She doesn’t expect every dog to fit into a standard way of training, and she primarily teaches in a way all dogs can
understand – through pressure and release. Rachel says, “We have to go into the dogs world and communicate in a
way they understand.”
This clinic will focus on both people and dogs new to herding, as well as those who may be more experienced. Clinics
are a great way to meet others in the livestock industry, meet others interested in herding as a sport, learn from other
handlers, and watch both new and experienced handlers and dogs as they work throughout the day. Working spots for
this clinic include 2 sessions of work for each dog per day on sheep, with questions and answers throughout the day as
well as a potluck lunch (We ask that each team/person bring a potluck dish to share)! Auditing spots will also be
available. Lucky Dog Boarding and Training will be hosting this clinic right outside our building in Detroit Lakes.
No need to travel to a different location. All herding breed and herding-mixed (or suspected mixes) dogs welcome.
Not quite sure what herding with a dog is all about? No worries, we will be hosting a FREE seminar on herding, herding
dogs, and what to expect and look forward to on Saturday, May 16th at 10:00am, location to be determined. To sign
up for this seminar please call Lucky Dog Boarding and Training at 218-847-4100 or email us at
luckydogdl@yahoo.com.
This Clinic will require a minimum of 8 teams to be run, and maximum of 12 teams. Auditing spots are unlimited.
Clinic Date(s): August 8th and/or 9th
Working Spot Cost: $125.00/per day/per team
Auditing Spot Cost: $25.00/ per day/per auditor (Children attend free, and must be attended by an adult at all times)
Lucky Dog Boarding and Training will be requiring all working teams to be prepaid and preregistered prior to the clinicwe will not be accepting payment or registration the day of for working spots. All dogs must have vaccinations on file
with Lucky Dog and must be current on Rabies and Distemper vaccinations.
Auditors may bring their $25.00 the day of via cash or check.
Please let us know via email or phone what YOU would prefer if attending this clinic- would you like one day or two?
Which day do you prefer? We want your input to help us decide what will best for the community!

Trainer’s Corner
Considering the Best Training Option for You
Written by Sara Dohrer

Here at Lucky Dog, we offer a few different options for obtaining professional dog training. Each one has
different faucets that may better fit your dog, goals, or household situation so let's look at them individually.
Group classes by far are our most popular option. They are wonderful for those who just got a new dog,
want to get a foundation into their trusty companion, and those who want to maintain or further their
training journey.
When looking at the benefits of joining a group class, many are drawn to the allure of the financial aspect. It
is our lowest-cost option and you get six hours with a trainer over the course of six weeks. There is other dog
and handler teams present, so you get the added training distraction to learn to work around, and you get to
meet other responsible dog owners.
The potential downsides of the class environment include the considerations that go with any public classes.
There is a set curriculum that does not have a lot of wiggle room for troubleshooting individual concerns. All
our classes are train-the-trainer style (we teach YOU how to train your dog). Classes are also set based on
outside factors so your training goals may not be available until both demand and seasonality are present.
An alternative option to group class are one-on-one lessons with a trainer. Lessons are customized for each
client's goals and can be done in a manner where we either teach you to train your dog, or we can work the
dog for the lesson while teaching you how to maintain the training. If you have a dog that is too squirrelly to
succeed as well in classes, has some behavioral concerns, or you as a team would like training beyond what
our regular group curriculum offers, then one-on-one lessons might be a more effective fit for your family.
Lucky Dog also offers Board & Train packages. So often I hear the question, "Can't you just magically fix my
dog and I'll come pick it up?" Well, this is the closest option to magic we've got. While it is very rare to "fix"
much of anything without changing the environment, oftentimes giving the team a foundation of basic
manners makes a world of difference in the quality of life for both man and dog. During a Board & Train
package, your dog stays at our facility & a trainer works multiple times a day with your dog on the goals you
have set together. When you pick up your dog, the trainer will walk you through how to maintain what your
dog has learned. For those that do not have the time or capacity to teach their dog new behaviors/
expectations, having the option to maintain existing training vs trying to start from scratch is a wonderful
jump start to having an enjoyable pet.
For more details, please see our website or give us a call. Happy Training!
[Please note: due to COVID-19, group classes are postponed until further notice. As always, you may call in to
be placed on the callback sheet & we will call to let you know when the next schedule is set. We understand
that this can be frustrating & we are grateful for your patience and support of our local businesses. Please
stay safe & continue doing your part to keep our community healthy. Thank you!]

April Special
Trade in your Retractable/Flexi leash and receive 50% off a training leash!
Here at Lucky Dog Boarding and Training we are advocates for using proper equipment with your
dog. For most cases, we do not recommend retractable/flexi leashes —we have seen first hand the
damage and heartache they can cause when they break, snap, or lose control of a dog. We want to
provide a safe and fun community for dog owners, and an important first step is helping everyone
be safe and in control. For the month of April we are encouraging all owners to trade in their
retractable/flexi leashes to receive 50% (Half) off a leather training leash at Lucky Dog. A training
leash provides not only a great training tool for your dog but also is a cushion of safety, security
and peace of mind - plus they are stylish and can last a lifetime!

